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Dodging Duty

T IS & shame that kigh class men {ér ¢ffice will not stand in Hae; :hough
I asked, agzin and yel sgain, this Suty all of them decline. The sffices all
go to skates, to patriots who want Lhe mon; we wan! good men as candi-
dzles—alag, ths gocd men will not run!
sirong men abhorring shams and tricks, brought up in eifices and merty, and nol
in sitws of politics. And if perchance they ever rise, vespemsive o our eager
caliz, we'll batter them with campaign Hes, 2nd ralile tHem with Mbots and bawia
We'll show that they are only big in sslf-ssteem, their virtge slim; we'll prove they
stole a widow's pig, a=d swiped a soldier's wooden imb. We'll deal in fury and in
sound until, diegusted, they retire; wo'll hire cheap cleuths to rake sround and
dig their records from the mire. We'l guickly jolt them from the groove in which
they spend their guict lives; with affidavits we will prove that every day they
beat their wives. Why dont our good men tave the reatm, and blesd and die in
proper style? The coustry secds them ar the belm—we'll murely make it werth
their while! ‘
(CopyTipht by George M Adzma) —WALYT MASON.

Not Militarism But Preparedness

ONTRARY to 2 somewha! common belief, The Herald does pol se2 how
this war will bring an early end to militarizm, or induce the mations o

C fisarm. In the ©

and in military afizime, and the srousing of the people to the necesaity of sut-
Sirting the army with actillery, asufomobiles, zircraft, in sccord with what
Europear expenence hus already tanght.

And especially nolzhle smong the lessony ‘of the war is (Bat of the need of
having more trainsd citizess, realy to take up arms 2od engage in arganized
military movement on the fsstant In cawe of meel. The United Statas shouid
provide such a grest traiming school far volunteor officers as might turn omt 5000
graduates every yesr—méea with seme foundstion of military ksowlelge and at
Jeast sme year in fisld service

Thers should be 2 marked extension of :hz plan by which boys and young men

ars given instruction in summer camps with the soldiers. This plan has warked
pesiectly on the small seale in whick it has been tried. But there s need for the
participation of thounands where bundreds now go into the campa

Military ammp of a citizenship devoted to pesce is mot osly cme.of the
greatest safeguards agains! aggression is aleo Iraining that directly besefits
eviry boy aud mas, morally and phynully No man was ever the worse citizen
on atcount of Baving had military traizing. On the contrary, the history of the
last 50 years in the United Stites goes to show that military training ssd ex-
perience have had a large part in preparing for usefnl werk (he masterin! elements
iz American citizenship—no matter what indeatry, trade, profession, or busintss
may be entered into.

A regular standing army of 100,000 or 125000 men is ample for the ordimary
purpmu »! petce in the United States. Put we should take 3 lesson from Enghnﬂ
whose volusteer force in the DGt wesks of the war bas betn saved from failure
to muteriative, by reason 8f the fact that there is & considerable reserve amd terri-
terial force availabie for home defense and filling the gaps in the comtinental
forre; and that Great Britain and all her colonies have thousands of rifle ciubs at
constant practice. Thess trained riflemen have been of very great service in the
crisis, instructing recrmits in marksmanship,

Dependence on an untrained voluntesr Avmy in any crisis that may arise with
a Fimt class power iz to invite disaster far worse thag has befallen Belginm, whess
mmall army gave such good account of f:.-*lf that it made all German plans mis-
carry =nd nroluh]v s=ved Paris and France, bu! was uzabje 1o =zave Belgium
During our civil waz, it required two mn to get an army together, apd Lhe lossss
in that u'rrr were mast ‘nghtfnl
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The Democs tiomal commiites Iast week had prinied in Washingion =
Iot of showy posters for campaign purposes, announsnog Lhat “President Wilson's
Mexican policy has =zved the country from the ravages of war and g staggering
war dept.” People did poi seem to” undersiand, 'Comment rzn that the state
depzrimant (not the war dopariment) might Rave besn [Glly @escribed 24 “rlag-
geting,” except that it wae Ton on grape juice exclukively. Some: =mid that this
was 2 slaim st the war degt. for vot following secretary Daniels’s example in fhe
savy depl. and culiing out ths booze.
postér contained A ouriows printet’s error: “Staggering war dept™ should have
mead “staggering war debt ™

Heavy Loss of Officers

UT OF the 10,000 or 12.000 officers who went with the British srmy inte
France, more than hzli have so far been reported as kilisd, wounded, or
missing, The problem of furzishing & new supply of officers to fill the

fapt thinning ranks is worryisg the war office 2 good deal more than the matier
{ enlistments of ordissry men fo mere “cannos fodder™ A good many trained
gfficers of the regular army sre beeded at home to whip the recruitn into shape
and put the volunteer armies into form to take the field. Veterans, retired officern,
snd efficers previously d@isqualified by wounds or physical disability are mow
being drafied to mct 23 insiructors for wvolunteer officers.

This war kas been notable for the heavy deatk and caruaity Hsts of afficers
iz =11 the srmiex There has been beavy loss in all manks from brigade com-
manders down, indwating the intrepidity of attack, the daring of the officers
who refus= to assume the tactital posts and reckiessiy expose themselves, and
the ceaseless activity of the sharpshooters who pick off the leafers., But the
worid was kardly prepared for the terrible news given out eofficially in Lenfion,
4that the British loss of officers lns already bees more thas S0 percent.

On the German side, the information that now beging to trickle througk in
Jetters, and stories of prisomers, all goes te show that German fighting umils
Bave been very greally depleted, and thst many regiments are still fighting in
Yine of batile with only a third or & guarter of the strength with which they
went to the fromb

It used Lo bt 3 rule that decimation in battle, or reduction of force by one
tenth, justified or even necessilated refizement for recuperation of to seek a
Sesx = pesition, The folks over there in Eurcpe do nmol stem to fight ac-
gesding Yo rule  Insfances have been racorded whers fighting units have gone
on fighting and saved themselves from capture or extisction even whege battie
Jesses have reacked 75 or 20 percent.
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Your Ownership of Railways

ANY PEOFLE Rave a notion that the 250000 miles of mmilroad in this
country are owned by o few prople, commoniy termed capitalists, and
suspected or hated as such, As a fact, there are more Lhan 500,000 in-

divilual shareholders in American milways, not counting the heliderz of boads
and notes, which sré wery widely distributed,

Rzilrosd bomds and mofes are most largely held by insurance companies,
savings banks, so€ trust funds Thus, while ownership may seem to be more
or less toscentrated, it must de remembered that such fastituiions are asting
solely 2s trustees for millions of people, indeed tens of millions, 20 that thess
Boldings must be regarded a5 actuaily distributed, zs to active intersst thersin,
even mose wi than the stock chares.

But with am average of two individual shareholders for every mile of railway
iz the United States, it does not leck as if there wers g0 much concentration of
o=mership as is commenly imaginel Faurthermore, the tendency has been
sirongly to bredk up the Iarger holdings, do that in the last ten years the num-
ber of individual railway sharchoiders kEss mouch mere than donhled There has
been 2n infrease of 20,000 names on the share ledgers of ths railways in the
Isst year.

Railway holdings or ownership, as represented by stocks, boods, and notes,
ars 30 widely distributed az to affect divectly simost erery individoal fn the
country., Every dollar of savings bank funds, kife insurasce and fire insurance
reserves, college and school endowments, charities endowmenls, and trust fands
of all kinds, rests in some degree, wnualiy in large degree, upon railway securitiss
Thus the fortunes of [Be masses are intimately bound up with the fortunes of
the railwarys, which in fact are “publicly owned™ tolay.
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